Reactive oxygen species and aging: evolving questions.
Over the past 50 years, reactive oxygen species (ROS) have been investigated as putative mediators of the process of aging. As specific genes and pathways that are involved with ROS homeostasis have been linked to aging in lower organisms, such as Caenorhabditis elegans and Drosophila, the questions of how ROS regulate aging in higher organisms, and whether they do so to the same extent as in lower organisms, have emerged.